[Strategies of adaptive changes in Vibrio cholerae in natural water reservoirs].
The currently available data on different variations in cholera vibrio habiting in water reservoirs are summarized. The pattern of variations of the main signs of vibrions is discussed in the context of "typical-atypical-inactive-resting (uncultivable) forms". Emphasis is placed on the reversible pattern and adaptive essence of variation whose basis is clonal and selective processes in the heterogeneous bacterial population. Possible populational mechanisms responsible for the development of epidemic types of cholera vibrions in the aqueous ecosystems as a prerequisite for human morbidity are discussed. The efficiency of ecological and molecular genetic studies for the epidemiology of cholera is recognized.